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EUROPE:  A GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

France is fortunate in being well served by transportation facilities.
It has 39,725 miles of railways. This is 9.5 miles per 10,000 inhabi-

The principal navigable waterways of France. (After Blanchard and Todd, modified.)

tants, or more than any other large nation of Europe. It also has 9470
miles of inland waterways, which are extensively used, although they
carry only 13 per cent as much freight as the railways. The French
merchant marine ranks third in Europe and fifth in the world, and has
increased steadily during recent years. A well organized system'of air
lines covers most portions of the country, and provides rapid trans-